THE PEASANTS' REVOLT                        213
Labourers had " tried to put the clock back ". The peasants
found that they did not get a fair wage, nor could they move Agrarian
from their homes to the towns to get work where wages discontent
were better.   Some landlords now took to sheep-farming,
instead of corn-growing, and labourers' wages fell while
unemployment  increased.    A Kentish priest John Ballon
began to preach against the lords.    (Note 30.)                     Bal1
He taught, " Things will never go right in England so
long as there be villein and gentlemen; by what right are
they whom we call lords greater than we?"
This teaching was echoed in the rhyme that ran through
England:
" When Adam delved and Eve span
Who was then the gentleman?"
Rebellion only waited for an occasion, and the King's ad-
visers gave it. They were at their wits' end for money. In
1377 a poll tax of carefully graduated amount had been
taken. In 1380 the tax was repeated, but much less dis- POII Tax
tinction was now drawn between rich and poor. The
wealthiest paid not more than a pound; even the poorest
paid a shilling. As a shilling at the legal rates of wages repre-
sented about a whole week's wage, the oppressiveness of it
may easily be understood. It caused the smouldering dis- The
content to burst into flames. In 1381 risings took place in Revolt" 8
East Anglia and in all the counties near London. The most
pressing danger came from the Kentishmen. Under their
leader, Wat Tyler, they rolled on towards the capital, burning Wat
manor houses and the court rolls, which held the record of
their serfdom, and hanging the lawyers " for ", as they said,
" not till these be dead would England enjoy its freedom
again ". The artisans of the city opened the gates. John of
Gaunt, the young King's uncle, who was practically ruler of
the kingdom, was absent in the north, and the rioters pillaged
and burnt his palace at the Savoy; they forced their way into
the Tower, and murdered the Archbishop of Canterbury and
the Treasurer, who had proposed the hated poll tax. Panic